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King Co., Washington

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private X | building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

3

buildings
district
site
structure
object
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling (residence)

DOMESTIC: secondary structure (furoba)

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: agricultural

outbuilding

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate; Queen Anne

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation. CONCRETE

walls:

roof:

other:

WOOD: weatherboard

WOOD: shingle
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

INTRODUCTION

TheNeelyFarm named for its original owners and residents Sarah and Aldesly, Sr., is locatedt 12303 SE
AuburnBlack Diamond é¢&d, southeastof Auburnin the bottomlands of theGreen River Valleyhe ancestral
home of the Muckleshogpeople(figures Al, A2, A3 &7). Completed in 1894, the impressive Late Victerian
era residence was once part of a sprawlir@f-acre farm although most of the acreage has been split off
from the residence leaving just 1.13 acres (figures A4, A10 & Aié yesidencshowcases agnclectic style
with rich ornamentation reflective of the Italianate and Queen Anne stylegs. nominated property includes
two surviving buildings from the later tenant farm eea1930 furoba or Japanese bathhoumélt by leasing
tenant Shigeichi Homnd a cal1940 farm shedused by longtime leasing tenant Pedro (Pete) Acosta (figure
A5). Following years of neglect and vacandggcal grassroots effort emerged in the 1970s to save the
deteriorating residence that led to the formation of the Neely Mansion Association (NMA), which directed
major preservation projects to rehabilitate the property for use as an interpretive heritagter.

LOCATION ETTING

The nearby city of Auburn (2020 pop. 87,256) is located 25 miles south of Seattle in a fertile river valley with :
rich farming tradition. The greater valley is part of a complex river system fed by snowmelt from the Cascade
Mountains as well as winter and springtime rains. This watershed has changed considerably since the mid
19th century due in large part to settlement, major floods, and flood control projects. Thedomeant

White River joined the Green River near Aubdilmying in a meandering path northward toward Kent and
Tukwila where it merged with the Black River to become the Duwamish River. Thehétieg channels of

the Duwamish formed a delta that emptied into Elliott Bay at Puget Sound. A major flood idi¥8@@d the
course of the White River toward Commencement Bay at Tacoma, leaving the Green River to continue flowir
through the existing White River channel near Auburn toward the Duwahiishcontrol flooding in the

valley, theU.S. Army Corps of Engerscompletedthe Howard Hansn Dam on theupper GreerRiver east of
Auburnin 1962. The Green River flows approximately 790 feet (0.15 miles) east of the Neely residence and
ONRASTFte FT2NX¥SR GKS SIad o02dzyRINB atfhe pelakeBegmphsged { |
much of the land in Section 21, Township 21, Range 5E. The adjacent SE Green Valley Road generally folloy
the path of the river and appears on maps dating back to the early 20th century.

The SE AuburBlack Diamond Road and tadjacent BNSfilroadtrack formthe north boundary of the
nominatedproperty. This historical roadway developed in the late 19th century and connected the mines and
forests of the Cascade foothills with the rail network at Auburn. It later became a brafuimadry State

Highway 2 that connected Tacoma with Snoqualamnd was deignated State Route 18 in 1964.-8Rwas
realigned and expanded to a folane controlled access roadway between the Green River and Auburn in

1 Florence K. LentKent: Valley of OpportuniChatsworth, CA: Windsor Publications, Inc., 1990)Jan J. Steirg 2 KA G S
River Valley (King County) ¢ K dzY 0 Yy | (HistoryLikkiofy DNiBeéEncyclopedia of Washington State History, Essay #3583,
2001). Accessed Sept. 2, 2028tps://www.historylink.org/file/3583.
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1994 (figures A12 & A13). This included a newly configurechofp that was constructed just west of the
Neelyresidence on former Neely property. West of the-admp is the northern part of the Muckleshoot
Indian Reservation, located in Section 20.

The area immediately south of the nominated property is privately owned farmland and was once part of the
Neely fanily landholdings. The area beyond this to the south remains primarily farntemdsin part to King

[ 2dzy 18Q& CINX{flYR t NSBASNIDIGAZ2Y t NRPINIYDP ¢KS I yR
Production District established in 1985 and is of@ve such areas protected from development.

SITE

The property is accessed from-$Rvia a short gravel driveway (figure A5). A large st wood sign marks
the entrance and identifies the property as the Neely Mansion. A secure-thkigate &ross the driveway
limits access to the property, and a modern chiank fence encloses the 1.4 re parcel. The gravel driveway
extends south into the property along the wdshce line and sunken railroad ties lined with three flowering
cherry trees gparate the driveway from the lawn in front of the residericeheresidence(1894) is located
near the center of the parcel and is oriented north toward1®8RThefuroba (1930) and avell house(1990)

are located directly behind the residencefakm shed(ca. 1940) situated along the sou#mnce lineis the

only surviving farrrelated outbuilding. Ayazebo(1995) is located in the lawn east of the residence.

There are several other landscape features worth notinfiadpole near the northwest corner of the

residence and #&ellis in the lawn southwest of the residence were built in recent decades asop&agle

Scout projects. Northeast of the residence is a towering Sitka Spruce, believed to have been planted around
1910. Beyond this, in the northeast quadrant of the property, is alfomg, floodprone area where one old

apple tree survives from a ee-thriving orchard. Nearby, a short picket fence surrounds a small area that
includes a twedisc plow used by tenant farmer Pete Acosta and a 1928 Fordson tractor that is similar to the
one he used.

Site Evolution

The earliesknown photograph showinthe broader farm landscape is a panoramic image taken in 1926 of
G§KS Cdzl dzRI FF YAf @Q& RIANE 2 LISNI A 2figuiesARGAARD), 56w (1 2 3
at least 13 buildings on the property, ranging from the main residence and large dairy barn to smaller
residences and farmelated outbuildings. Similarl¥King Countyfax Assessorecordsand aerial imagery from
1930 to 1965 documerdt least eidpt buildingson the property during those yeariquresAl1,A32to A34&
A36-A37). Leasing farmers Pete and June Acdisid in a onestory, fiveroom dwelling that was built in 1942

and remodeled ir1954 (figureA36& A37).2 It is no longer extant.

The large dairy barn was located south of the nominated property and demolished by tHEO60Od. Over
time, most associated obuildings were demolishedr relocated to adjacent propertiedhe King County Tax
Assessor records note that a building burned. 944 and that other buildings were lost in 1947, 1950, 1956,
and 1963The two surviving outbuildingsthe furoba and farm shed were salvagedrom the surrounding
acreageand moved to the nominated properin 1998

2The Neely Mansion Association planted the cherry trees in 1994 as part of the centennial celebrating the construction of the
residence.
3 King County TakssessqrProperty Record for parcel n121059011
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NeelyResidence, completed 1894
Contributing Building

The twoand-a-half-story, woodframe residencédias a balloodframe structurejs situated on a concrete
foundation YR KI & | aljdz NB LIX I y (A6)B1B8)YPichesipkic from ph@nodhe
and west elevations, and a twaiory square bay projects from the east elevation. The exterior is clad in
horizontal weatherboard siding accentuated by many sawn and turned decorative elements that evoke a
variety of popular styles of the late 19th century. There are 30 1/1 dotthl@g woodwindows, each with an
entablature as well as routed decorative side trim and decorative scroll wakvasdow sillapron. Only the
windows in the northeast cornesecondstory bedroan are original. The remaining windows are wood
replacementsSeparating the first and second stories is a dentilated belt course that encircles the hiAlding
the roofline is a frieze decorated wigwaggshat are regularly spaced between ornately caneckets
supporting the roof eavethat are grouped in pairs on the main facadde pyramidal roof has cedar shingles
and is crowned by decorative ridgecap anddJ A f SR NR2F G 2L LI FGF2NY 2N gA
brick chimneys, one on thgest slope of the roof and the other on the east.

Projecting from the center of thprimary (north) elevationis an impressive twstory bay with a pedimented
gable and firstand seconektory porches (figure B1 & B14). Two risers centered on the rsiithof the porch
F0O0Saa (KS K2YSQa LINAYLF NE S y-igaMivogdiSars withiiags ganefslarid thels
original glass transom above. The secstaty porch functions as a balcony accessed from a seftoad

interior door. Each porcHoor is centered on the elevation with two windows on either side. The pedimented
gable includes diamonghaped shingle cladding and a circular window. Beneath the gable is a frieze
decorated withswagshat are located between ornately carved brackets gogting the roof eaves. Both the
first- and seconestory porches are supported by turned postgh ornately carvedrackets for capitals that
match those on the main body of theuseand are enclosed by a wood railing made of simple rectangular
members.A dentilated belt course separates the firahd seconestory porchesand arow of verticalturned
spindles serves asdecorative friezeon the firststory porch An exterior wood staircase at the northeast
corner functions as a fire escape for the secstaly balcony.

Thewest (side) elevatiorfeatures another ornately decorated porch that spans the full width of the first story
(figure B4). Like that of the mit elevation, the west porch includes a dentilated corracel arow of vertical
turned spindles that serves aslacorative friezeTheporchmatches the detailing of the porch on the main
facade A westfacing ramp at the north end accesses the porchere there are two singkeaf doors leading
G2 0(KS K2 ¥&eiato theydiniSgNdord (Rdrth) and another into the kitchen (south). There are six
windows on this elevation, three on each story.

A defining feature of theast (side) elevations a two-story square bay with a hipped roof tte north end
(figures B7 & B8). The bay has four windows at each story and also includes the dentilated belt course and
frieze decorated wittswagsand ornate brackets that are found elsewhere on the buildifttere are 10

windows on this elevation, five on each story.
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Thesouth (rear) elevatiorhas symmetrical fenestration, with three windows on each story (figure B6). All of
the decorative featureg the dentilated belt course, the frieze widwagsand ornate brackets, and decorative
window elements; carry through to the rear elevation.

Interior

The interior spaces of the Neely residence are arranged in a corsqua@re planwith a wide center hall

(figure £6). Asquare plans three rooms wide (including the hall) and two rooms deep, typically with four
rooms downstairs and four or five ro@wpstairs. The interior is characterized by high ceilings and spacious
enclosed rooms.

LY MdpcHEZ !'I NPy bSStes WNWP:Z NBOFfftSR GKS Ay dSNA2N
parlor, opened only on elegant occasions; the fgmitting room, the dining room and the kitchen, with its big
pantry. The walls were plastered in white and each room had its kerasaermeng chandelier which pulled up

and down. The fixtures were set in ornate embossed medallions of plaster on th&wdillh 6 ¢ KS FI YA
dzZa SR K2YSYIFIRS OFyRftSaod0d W[ 28SNI glffta #SNBE gl Ayao

A series of rehabilitation projects in the late 1970s through the early 1990s saved the residence after years o
neglect. As a result, the interior reflects a mix of historic and replacement materials. For examplepthe
flooring has been replaced wifir flooring on the main level, while the origirfal flooring upstairs is intact.

The tall baseboards and door and window trim are a mix of original and replacement throughout the house.
The walls are finished with a thin layer of sheetrock over thamaldathe. Most of the wainscoting is original.
Both hallways, the front parlor, and dining room have painted wood finishes. The kitchen, family sitting room,
and all upstairs rooms have stained wood finishes.

The primary doubl&loor entry opens direcyl into the voluminousenter hallwhich accesses all mafloor

rooms (figure B15). There are several features of note in the hall. The double doors at the entrance are
custombuilt replacements, and the original doors are located upstairs on displaytraitsom above the

entrance features the original etched glasBhe tall 12foot-high ceiling includes an original plaster medallion

in the shape of a horseshoe, from which hangs a replacement light fixture. The walls feature tall baseboards,
wainscotingand walls with a paint finish. A towering straighin staircase along the east wall leads to the
second floor. The newel pasht the base and top of the staircase atsstom replacemerstas are the

balusters lining the staircase. The secdlubr balustade includes original balusters and a thirelvel postat

the north end of the hall thatvas salvaged from an old Auburn residence built in about 189DifoAlexander

and Sarah Hughdfigure A22) .5

The other firstfloor spaces include faont parlor (northeast corner), dining room (northwest corner), kitchen
(southwest corner), and a family sitting room (southeast corner). A former kitchen pantry space, located at th
south end of the center hall, now functions as a restroom. There are several adéablres throughout

‘aClF RSR alyaizy uniiéntifiedindwsmapenNMay 6, 396284 Gligping in Hilda Meryhew Scrapbook.

5 The transom window was removechen the home fell into considerable disrepair and was targeted by van@laéswindow
was returned and reistalled during the 1980s renovations. According to the Neely family, the window was shipped from Scotland
and installed during constructiofrred and Mary Hardi{istory of the Neely Mansidhooklet], (Neely Mansion Association, 1982),
18.

6Thel dZAKSa NBAARSYOS gl a 20 G§SR =nOWNS st owhddByYDaisy daickizdid a t A 2
demolished in 1990. A Fred Meyer shopping center occupies this area todayuhesand Neelyresidenca were built by the
same buildex; Denris Leahy White River Valley Museum Collections, photograph catalog no0R86 and P@0649.
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these spaces. THeont parlor has a square bay window with four windows on the east wall; an exposed brick
FANBLI I OS 2y GKS AYUSNR2N) a2dziK gl ff3x gA-fodt-highkS vy
ceiling with an aiginal plaster medallion and replacement light fixture (figures B16 & B17)difhg room

also has an exposed brick fireplace on the interior south wall and an original plaster medallion with a
replacement light fixture as well as a sintgaf exteriordoor (replacement) leading to the west porch. A non
historic builtin cabinet is on the south wall next to the firepladéekitchenincludes a woodstove and

stovepipe situated on the interior north wall (figure B18). The cabinets and sink are replacements. The formel
pantry space now functions as a bathroom. Aaron Neely, Jr., recalled in 1962, that Hugidig kitchen was
theheart2 ¥ G KS K2dzaS® IS 4FARY G¢KSNBE 4SNB y2 OlFoAyS
GKS LI yiNER F2NJ ad2NAYyE o6A3 ljdzad ydiAGgASa 2F SOSNEGK

Thefamily sitting room as Aaron Neely, Jr., referred tovitas in the worst condition prior tche interior
rehabilitation® As a result, most finishes in this space have been replaced, however, one notable feature is th
exposed brick fireplace on the interior north waimilar to the fireplace in the front parlor, this one features

the notationa ! { b 3 { b wmy dné AludtightclodektiGhodse dBeghanicalstis adjacent to the
fireplace. A wooebanel door on the interior west wall accesses a storage closet beneath the main staircase.

Thesecondfloor spacednclude thecenter halland four bedroomshat are located at each corner of the
house. At the south end of the center hall, an office now occupies a space that originally functioned as a
storage and luggage clostThe secondloor ceilings are 1feet high and all plaster metlens are original
except for the one in the southeast bedroom. The original flooring and much of the trim and baseboards
remain intact. Like the firsloor spaces, the secoritbor walls are finished with a thin layer of sheetrock over
the original latle. It is believed the bedroom walls were whitewashed as no evidence of wallpaper was ever
found, except in the primary northeast bedroom where traces of wall and ceiling paper were docuniénted.

The widecenter hallaccesses all secofflbor rooms (figures B19 & B20). There are several features of note in
the hall, including two corbelled arches, wainscoting on the walls aasidgle door with a glass parwel the

north wall that lead to the secondstory balcony. fie two north bedroomsare slightly larger than thevo

south bedrooms and each includes a small closet. Located above the front parlor, the primary bedroom is in
the northeast corner and features a square bay with four windows on the east wall and ackrsetlon the
interior south wall. A door in the southwest bedroom accessstaircase to thattic.

Change Over Tin& Integrity

The residence received little maintenance or change in its first eight decades. Exterior photographs of the
residence show it falling into disrepair by the late 193@pifesA32& A33). It was in very poor condition by

the 1960s, when the last residents (hired farm workers assisting Pete Acosta) occupied the house. The Aubu
Arts Council and its successor tHeely Mansion Association led a major rehabilitation that began in the late
1970s and took nearly 15 years to complete. The work was completed in three pRasss. onencluded

site work, roof, foundation, and securing the building enveldplease twofocused onnstalling new

mechanical systems such as electrical and heating as well as plumbing that connected to the well and a new

7aCFRSR al yaizy ungiéntifiednéwsgpenEiay 6, 396284 Gligping in Hilda Meryhew Scrapbook.

8 Ibid.

9By the 1950s, when Filipino famvorkers were living in the house, this upstairs hall closet was quite deteriorated and being
used as a pigeon roost for racing pigeons.

10 Currently, there are original wallpaper pieces on display at the residence.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Neely, Sr., Aaron and Sarah, Farm King Co., Washington
Name of Property County and State

septic system. ¥erior work includedrepairing and painting the wood siding and ornamentation, repairing
and replacing thevood windows, and rebuilding the porchdzhase thredocused on the interior.

The following is a list of thenkwn changes to the residence:

T

T

Photographs from the 1930s through the 1950s show a small addition attached to the back of the
residence at the east corner (see figur32 A33& A39). It is no longer extant.

Electricity was first installed in the residence in the late 1930s or e@49sl, probably when Neely
family members briefly reoccupied the home.

Phase oneenovation site work began in 1979 with the grading of a temporary driveway. Volunteers
removed tweand-a-half tons of debris from in aharound the residence, removed thedifloor

flooring to accommodate foundation repairs and construction, secured door and window openings,
and removed concrete pads in preparation for construcfibn.

Sound Construction of Federal Way lifted and excavated under the residence and poured a ne
concrete foundation (figurd50) @ ! OO2 NRAY 3 (2 Qontrace® duf ouyalmwl I OO
space, removed what was left of the floors, inserted three #igdms under thénouseand carefully
jacked it up. Considerable bracing was completed thhamug the house, and rotted boards were
replaced. After the foundation was in place, the home was gradually lowered onto it, and the steel
0SIFYa 6SNBE NEBY2 grhdwok N& Yompleted i& 198akhdugh no formal
archaeological study was done et of the work, objects and artifacts from the period of occupation
were recovered from around and beneath the resideite.

Sound Construction installed a new roof, rebuilt the front porch, and one of the fireplaces by
September 1981 before a labor digp halted work on phase on'é.

Phase twaexteriorwork began in 1984. Volunteers painted the exterior in 1984 with donated
materials* New custorbuilt wood windows and doors were installethewindowsin the northeast
upstairs bedroonwere repairedand re-installed The original front doors were salvaged and are kept
inside.Plumbing, electrical, and heating systermas well as a new septic system and an upgraded
water well were completed in the late 1980s.

Phase threenterior workbegan in the lated980s and was completed by the centennial celebration in
1994 (See photos taken before interior renovation, figuAgsl-A54) Work to the interiorincluded
installing new custormilled wood flooring on the first floor. Wood trim and baseboards were
salvagyed where possible, resulting in a mix of new and salvaged material in the house. Thin sheetrock
finished walls were installed over salvaged lathe throughout the building. The plaster ceiling medallion
were salvaged, except for the one in the southdastily sitting room The kitchen received new
wainscoting and cabinets.

An exterior wood staircase at the northeast corner was installed in 1992 to serve as a fire escape. It
was replaced with the current wood staircase in 2022 (figure B7).

UgbSSte alyaAizy AubBIGRNNeWEyal BT HBEy MBE GY yOLID a/ F NBFdzd

W LI Rigideiffled newspaperAugust 10, 1979: n.fBoth articles fronrHilda Meryhev scrapbook

2Quote fromad h y OS LINE dzR b S S Bacokz NewHibuha\APrd R, 198B HID. Yy W&t A Oa dzy 02 G S NJ

NEZG2NI GA2y 2 TSedtls FinieBMR 20, 18IBYLA A 2 Y 5 ¢

BgpSSte alyarzy LINR2SOG Yire NBady$sé AdmferBiHiida MEvhamRa v S ¢ a LI

scrapbook

LapSSt e YI yiaS\NBy NRdzLBsaatNd Pmekaugust & I984:-G.
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The Neelyesidences one of the few 19th century farmhouses lefithe Green Rivevalley. Thanks to an
impressive multdecade renovation, the residence has been saved and today reflects much of its historic
character. It remains on its original site with a nef#iting orientation, thus retainings integrity oflocation.
Thesetting has changed over time, with the highway reconfiguration, the subdividing of the land, and the loss
of many related farm structures. Importantly, though, the area remains rural in character and retains
significant associations with the adjacdatobaandfarm shed.Strong integrity oflesignis reflected in the

0 dzA f RA Yy SQuarenmdsihgRentgrihdll planand interior arrangement. Despitiecades oheglectin

the early and middle 20th centurynanyoriginal materialsurviveon the exterior andriterior, while in-kind
materials replace those features that were missing or deterioraléé.multi-phaserehabilitationof the late
20th centuryresulted in good integrity afaterialsandworkmanship TheNB & A RiSigfe3$v@ @nd ornate
characterrecalls the aspirations and successes of the Neely faregiy/ting in strong integrity deelingand
association

Hori Furoba completed 1930
Contributing Building

The Hori FurobaisawodBiN} YS o6F 0 KK2dzaS | 3a20A1 4SR ¢gA0GK GKS LJ
history. Completed in 1930, the furoba was built by Shigeichi Hori, who lived ixetbly residencevith his
family from 1929 to 1936. (Current imag&4+B6 & B9B10. Historic image#&32 A39 A42 & A43)

Thefurobais locatedapproximately 10 feesouth of the residence. This orstory building features a

rectangular plan that measures approximately1 Q @réd rest£ 0o a concrete slab foundation (2015). It has
K2NAT 2y il t 6SIFGKSND2FNR SEGSNA2N &ARAgalledogfRas O2 Ny
replacement cedar shingles and visible rafter tails. Situated over the entrance israuradimetal gutter
O2yySOUGSR G2 | R2gyallRdzi GKFdG Aa FaGdlr OKSR G2 GKS
extends from the south slope of the roof near the southeast corner.

Entry into thefurobais through a singkeaf, fivepanel wood doo(replacement) on the north elevation. The
entrance includes a stone step landing. Other openings include two windows on the south elevatidigha six
hopper window and a rectangular opening with weoldd, hinged panels and a fixed interior plexiglaasgb.

The interior is divided into two rooms. The exposed wall and roof framing and wood plank flooring reflect a
utilitarian and functional character. The larger front room is illuminated by thégix wood window on the
south wall. The unadornegkctangular space has no buiilt features and is interpreted as a laundry and

gl AKNR2Y>Y gKAOK A& K2g Al FdzyOGA2ySR KAaAG2NROI f €
back room. An ovadhapedwood andmetal soaking tub with a woafinished base occupies the south part of
the room. A metal stovepipe is situated at the southeast corner of the tub beneath which is a fire pit. The
plexiglass window with woecdlad, hinged panels is on the south wall above the soaking tub. AvhHlIf
finishedin horizontal wood planking partially encloses a modaan-functioningtoilet in the northeast

corner.

Change Over Tim# Integrity
Since its constructionhe building hadeen used by various tenant residents primarily as a bathhouse and
storage area. A 1939 photograph of tlieroba, taken about a decade after its construction, suggests physical



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Neely, Sr., Aaron and Sarah, Farm King Co., Washington
Name of Property County and State

changes to the building have been modegjfe A32. The building was nominated a King County Landmark
in 1996. The nomination report bildred Tanne Andrews provides an excellent overview of the building
before it was rehabilitated in 2015nKwn changes to théurobaare listed below.

{1 At an unknown date prior to 1996, thaiginal wood plank flooringvasremoved, leaving a dirt floo®

1 At anunknown date prior to 1996, a second exterior door and window were installed in the smaller
back roomt® The door is no longer extant, but the window opening remains on the wall above the
soaking tub.

1 Inthe 1980s, leasing tenant farmer Pete Acosta mowedurobaapproximately 75 feet west of the
residence where it remained until 2015 (figure A15).

1 In2015SWCA Environmentkdd a team of volunteers in an archaeological excavation of the
approximateoriginal site of theurobabefore a new concrete @b foundation was poured (figurés6
& A57). No reportwas produced following the excavation.

1 In 2015, using rehabilitation plans drafted BOQLA Architecture + Planning, Big Fish Construction did a
complete rehabilitation of théuroba (figuresA56& A57). Work included repairing and reusing existing
materials where possible. The design and materials of those features needing replacement were base
on the 1939 photograph and personal recollections. Construction included:

o Pouring a concrete slab foundan at the approximate original sife
o0 Removing the old roofing materials and installing a new catiamgle roofing over the original
framing, with a halound gutter over the entrance;

Installing a metal chimney pipe;

Repairing and reusing existisgling, as well as installing new siding where it was missing;

Installing a new exterior fivpanel door on the north elevation;

Installing a neva sixlight hopper window on the south elevation to match the historic sash;

and

o Installing new wooeplank flooring throughout the interior.

O O O O

The Hori Furbais the only knowrwoodenJapanese bathhousessociated with a farrthat still exists irking
County Ths rarebuilding clearly illustrates its original use as a family bathhouse that was used by those living
in the adjacent residence and working on the surrounding farm. Despite having been moved a short distance
the furobaretains its integrity ofocation becatse it has been relocated to igpproximateoriginal site behind

the residence. Theetting reflects the important association between the residence andfthheba. Strong

integrity ofdesignA & NB Ff SOGSR Ay (KS 0 dzxf RikwoBondintdrigf G I OG 2 NJ
arrangement. Despite long periods of vacancy and neglect, original matariaise (exterior siding and

framing) while irkind materials (cedar shingle roofpanel door, sixight window, pipe chimney) replace

those features that wee missing or deteriorated. The thoughtful rehabilitation resulted in good integrity of
materialsandworkmanship Thet dzNR2fanttiGnal and utilitarian character is an important reminder of

daily life and traditional customs among the Japang&seericansvho used it, resulting in strong integrity of
feelingandassociation

BaAft RNBR ¢IFyySNI ! yRNBgazZ a¢KS | 2NR Cdz2NRPZ¢é¢ YAYy3I [/ 2dzyde [ |
Preservation Program), seg, pp. 12.

16 | bid.

7 |bid.
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Acosta Farm Sheccompleted ca. 1940
Contributing Building

The Acosta Farm ShedisawebdNJ YS 2 dziodzAf RAy3 aa20AFGSR gAGK
farm history. Completed in about 1940 by an unknown builder, the shed is the only survivingefated

structure on the property. Pete Acosta, whased the farm and lived on the property (though not in the

Neely residencefrom 1942 to 1989, used the shé&at a variety of purposeqCurrent images: B5 & BRI1L2.
Historic imageA41)

The shed is located south of the residence &urdbaand is situged along the south property line. This one
A02NB O0dzAf RAY3I FSIFGdzNBa F NBOGLF y3dz | NI Li-fboyleairt& | G
on the south side. It rests on a raised concrete pier foundation. It has a mix of exterior clatth@dinigelude
PpQpé K2NAT 2y i{lf o02FINR &aARAYy3I 2y GKS Slraid FyR ¢6Sa
north and south elevationgdorizontal plastistrips have been nailed in place where boards are missing or
gaps have formeéd Vegetdion clings to the north side of the building. Rolled asphalt covers the gable roof.
The eaves have exposed rafters and roof framing. There are two doors: aleafgleinged wood door with

four vertical panels is on the west elevation and a dote#d, hinged woodclad door on the east elevation. A
wood ramp accesses each door.

The interior is one open space that is currently used for storage. The roof framing is exposed and serves as
additional storage space. Modern plywood panels are affixedtoitie 6 & né FTNIF YAYy I D ¢ K¢
wood panels. All of these features reflect a functional character that is typical of a farm shed.

Change Over Tim& Integrity

Since its constructionhe building hadeen used primarily by tenant farmer Pete Acostastorage of tools,
equipment, and wooden produce boxes and occasionally for butchétifigne shed appears in fesider
photos of the farm(figure A41). Known changes to the shed are listed below.

Theshed was usually situated on skids and was somewhat portable.

It was moved to its current location in the early 1980s and situated on raised concrete piers with ramp:
built to access the interior. The leda shed roof wasttachedabout2014

1 Inthe lak 1970s or early 1980sphzontal plasticstrips were nailed to the exterior where boards were
missing or gaps had formed.

)l
)l

TheAcosta Farm Shdd the onlysurviving farmrelated building on the nominated property. It clearly

illustrates itsuseas amulti-functional farm outbuilding. Despite its relocation, the farm shethins its

integrity oflocation because itvas built as a moveable resource to ledocatedon the farm property as

needs evolvedThesetting retains its agricultural character amdflectsthe important associatiosibetween

the shed and the other buildingStrong integrity oflesignA & NB Ff SOGSR Ay (KS 0 dzAf
form, andopen and unfinisheéhterior.¢ KS aKSRQ& A dzNIAGAY 3 YhnidhaA Il £ a N

ingenuity of the Acostas to repurpose the outbuilding, thesulingin good integrity ofmaterialsand

18 June Acosta acquired these surplus plastic strips from Heath Techno Plastics, where she worked for approximately 15 yea
Julie Acosta, Interview by Sarah Marigt. 11 2022.
18 Julie Acosta, Interview by Sarah Martin, Sept. 15, 2022.

11



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Neely, Sr., Aaron and Sarah, Farm King Co., Washington
Name of Property County and State

workmanship With itsfunctional and utilitarian charactethe shed retains strong integrity tdelingand
association particularlywith the Filipino American farmers who used it.

Resource 4: Welouse completed 1990
Noncontributing Structure

A small, wooerame well house is located directly behind the residence at its southeast corner (figures B6 &
B13). Completed in 1990 as an Eagle Scout project, it is the second well house to occupy this spot. The well
itself dates back to thearly-to-mid 20th century and before that the residents relied on nearby spring water.
The well house has a gable roottwcomposition shingles and is clad in boarb-batten siding.

Resourcéb; Gazebo, completed 1995
Noncontributing Structure
Eagle Scout Matthew Sales built the gazebo in 1995 (figure B8)valdteframe structure is located in the

lawn east of the residence. It is free standing, open on all sides, and has a hexagonal roof. Reminiscent of th
Neely residence, it includes simplified turned spindles and brackets at the base of the roof.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

x | A

I:lD

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

EXPLORATION /SETTLEMENT

AGRICULTURE

ETHNIC HERITAGE i ASIAN (Japanese; Filipino)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1894-1974

Significant Dates

1894 i residence built

19307 furoba (bathhouse) built

ca. 194071 farm shed built

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Neely, Sr., Aaron S.

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Neely, David A. & Neely Sr., Aaron S. (designers)

Leahy, Dennis (builder)
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Narrative Statement of Significance
(Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Introduction

TheAaron & SarafNeelyFarmmeetsNational Registe@iterion A through its association with events that

have made a significant contribution to the broad patteiof history the settlement and agricultural history

of the Green River Valley in the late 19th and 20th centuries. It reflects several important themes in the
grttSeQa KAaAaG2NRS AyOfdzRAYy3dI GKS YAEAY3 2F LyRA3S
area during the railroad era; the tenantrfaing economy of the early and middle 20th centand the strong
associations with Japanese and Filipino immigraausl the citizeded effort to save, preserve, and maintain

the property for use as an interpretive heritage center.

It also meetd\National RegisteCriterion Bfor its association witiAaron S. Neely, Sr(18491931) who is an
important figure in the history of the Green River Valley of south King County. As a child, he traveled west on
the Oregon and Overland Trails with his parentsyiand Irena Neely, arriving in Washington Territory in

1854. They were among the first waves of immigrant settlers who brought profound and permanent change t
the central Puget Sound area and to the Indigenous peoples living there. Aaron S. Neby,dbiy;

witnessed this change, he participated in and influenced the transformation of the upper Green River Valley &
a landowner, farmer, and employer, as well as through his service on the local school board and as a longtim
road supervisor. Late iffé, he was a fixture at annual gatherings of early settlers and their families. Both
Aaronand Sarah SSf @ Qa Ay Tt dzSy OS | yR I &LJA NI thegbRilyfar theirNebilyNB T
in 1894.

The property meetdational Registe€Criterion Cas the residence embodies distinctive physical characteristics
of a type, period, andhethod of constructionReportedly Aaron Neely, Sr., and his father David Neely
designed the residence, and it wasilbin 1894 by Auburarea builder Dennikeahy t is an outstanding
example of Lat&/ictorianera transitional architecture exhibiting characteristics of the earlier Italianate and
later Queen Anne styles. The tvamd-a-half story residence features a square folk fomth a balloonframe
structure, pyramidal hipped rogfandstylistic embellishments applied to the porches, cornice line, and
windows. The availability and proliferation of folk house forms and Victerarembellishments were made
possible by the railroads, which provided locahher yards with an abundance of peait building materials.

The period of significance begins in 1894 with the completion of the Neely residence and extends to 1974
when Aaron Neely, Jr., died and the transition began to save the residence and split it from the surrounding
farmland. The period encompasses the tiehant history and the construction of the associated furoba

(1930) and farm shed (ca. 1940).

This nomination seeks to update and amend the 1974 National Register of Historic Places nomination for the
Aaron Neely, Sr. Mansion in order to document therent property boundaries and extant resources as well

a4 GKS FdzEf a02LIS 2F GKS LINRPLISNIeQa KAald2NER | yR
previous King County Landmark nominations for MaonNeely, Sr.Mansion (1982) andhe associated Hori
Furoba (1996).This is a wholesale replacement of the 1974 National Register nomination.

14



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Neely, Sr., Aaron and Sarah, Farm King Co., Washington
Name of Property County and State

Property Ownership & Tenant History

The Neely Family

When Sarah and Aaron Neely, Sr., purchased the nominated property in 1881, the heavily forested area alor
the upper Green River was largely inhabited by Muckleshoot Indians and small subsistence farms. The area
was remote for settlers, accessed by wagmil$ and river crossings, but was on the verge of settlement and
town growth enabled by the developing railroad and transportation network.

Aaron had the advantage of having lived in rural south King County since 1854. As a child with his parents,
Davidand Irena Neely, he was among the earliest groups of European Americans who settled in areas farthel
north along the White River (now the Green River) near pregehté  YSy d® ! I N2y | yR { |
remote upper Green River Valley in the 1880s toeax farmstead out of a forested river valley was an
SEGSyaArzy 2F KA&d LINByiGiaQ STF2Nla (2 R2 GKS &l yvy$
generations brought and influenced tremendous change to the Indigenous Coast Salish pdapleeavin

the valley and to the landscape that had sustained them for thousands of years.

In the early 1880s, the Northern Pacific Railroad Company began selling its surplus land in the Green River
Valley. In 1881, Aarofapprox. age 32and Sarah Neglapprox. age 21negotiated a mortgage with the

company to purchase 120 acres for $312 in the northwest quarter of Section 21, Township 21, Range 5E
(figures A7A10,A16& A17).2° The railroad sold the adjacent Lots 2 and 3, approximately 20 acres leach a

the west bank of the Green River, to Samuel Chalemahan, Sr., and Dan Woodwadin [?], for $104.65. Both w:
adzO1f SakKz22i YSy 6K2 ¢SNB ¥FedigSitR podsiple thdy Bred thiRRpropedty; ¢ L
Chalemahan is recorded in the 1886 Seattle City and King County Directasya farmer at this location. In

1889, the Neelys purchased the north 10 acres of Lot 2 from Chalemahan and soon acquired the south 10
acres of Lot 32 Following additional sma#icreage transactions, the Neelysmmed approximately 180 acres in
Section 21 192023

Aaron and Sarah Nediiyst lived on a 12@acre property west of Auburn in Section 14, Township 21, Range 4E.
As early as 1881, Aaron built a small cabin on their new progeritheast of AuburE a6 Said 2F &K
K2dza S y 2 #Byahout Y8R5 tHeéNeelys and their growing fantid movedinto the cabin?® They
gradually cleared the timber and brush from the land, transforming it into a diversified farm withrizat,ta
KSNR 2F RIFIANER 0264 YR 20KSNJ aG201® ¢KS FIFNXY yS
MmMno YR | o6dzaA3e | 2MromNedyRlr.avkoSvas bormin the cibin ini886p later

20Deed, n027284. Northern Pacific Railroad Co. to Aaron S. Neely. 120 acres of Sec. 21, Twp. 21N, Range 5E. Mortgage
indenture March 24, 1881; deed filed January 24, 1889.

2'Warranty Deed, no. 18813. Northern Pacific Railroad Co. to Samuel Chalemahan, et. andadgs Sec. 21, Twp. 21N,
Range 5E. Mortgage indenture January 1, 1881; deed filed March 16, 1887. Chalemahan is recorded in the 1884 Assessment Roll
King County as paying taxes on the 40 acres.

22Warranty Deed, no. 42884. Samuel Chalemahan, etoaharon S. Neely. Lot 2, Sec. 21, Twp. 21N, Range 5E. Filed Dec. 2,
1889. Assessment Roll for King County, 1905.

23 Assessment Ralfor King County, 1903915, and 1920

#¢KS avylftt K2dzaS NBLR2NILISRt{& 0d2NYSR R2gy Ay GUKS wmppna 2NJ
newspaper, May 6, 1962=-& Clipping in Hilda Meryhew Scrapbook.

25 This circa 1885 date is based on available period sources. Althoed!885 King County Directory lists the Neelys as living
at their first property in Sec. 14, Twp. 21, Range 4E, the 1884 Abstract of Property Holders in King County is tHefir#idoos
Neely paying taxes on his new property in Sec. 21, Twp. 21, Bange

26 Fred and Mary Hardirdistory of the Neely Mansidhooklet], (Neely Mansion Association, 1982), 15.
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NBOFffSR 2F (KA® 2N IRIRIZOS hglf 28 QF JMLHNBRXFYR 0Seé2yl
gl a 2yfte |2 Thé fandly inclutidg ghilddes Julius, William, Lenore, Carrie, Aaron Jr., and Sarah,
moved into their grand new residence in 183¢ure A20. They occupied the residence less than a decade
before moving to Auburn in about 190Phey lived at 356 E. Mateet in Auburn;this residence is no longer
extant.Oldest son Julius lived at the farm following his marriage to lva Huffman in 1903 but remained there
only a few years. Aaron and Sarah Neely continued to own the farm for many geansiially dividag and
transferring ownership to their two children Aaron Jr. and Lenore (Dolan) in 1928. Sarah and Aaron died in
1930 and 1931 respectivety.

As a reflection of his status among valley residents, Aaron Sr. was featured in late 19th and early 20¢h centu
LINEY2UGA2Y It KA &G 2 NASIugrated yiStdrydaRtiie\State of Washing(@893) vrl & Q

| £ I NBy O History dil Kirfy Equty Washingtorm pH b0 @ ¢ KS& SYLIKFAAT S KAa&
and their actions to acquire land aistiape the early landscape through business and civic engagement.
.3t SeQa KAAG2NE RSAONRK O S growes2H IN3D SR A &0 NRGSE €2 ¢
2T F2dzNJ Kdzy RNBR | LILJX S GNBSadé | SonOKE BB dz8FR Q& | dRIF dz
AYLINRGSYSyYyi(izé o0& Ay @S a PRTHed wekeyactive niodal civiy dhd soaahcirded iy’ 3
Auburn. Aaron served on the local school board and as an area road supervisor for many years. Both were
membersof the Auburn Masonic (FA&M) and Odd Fellows (IOOF) organizations and auxili@iedonated
property in Auburn for a new Masonic temple that was completed in P9d4e Neelys participated in an
association of Duwamish Valley pioneers that formed in 1917 to organize an annual summer picnic of early
day settler families, a tradition that continued into the 1958aron served as its president in 1924hortly

before his death in 1931, he was pictured in tBeattle Timeattending the annual picnic and recognized as
0KS 3INRdzZLIQa 2f RS&a® YSYOSNI G yy @SINAR 2tRO®

I'F NRBY WNXYPQa LENIAZ2Y 2F (GKS LINPLISNIE& AyOf dzZR&Rhisi KS
wife Vi Rena lived briefly at the Neely farm during World War 11 (fighi& A19. Following his death in

1974, the property transferred to their daughter and sodaw, Mary and FredHardin who negotiated the
transfer of the residence to thAuburn Arts Council in 1978 (more on this below)

Tenant Farm Families

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, immigrants from around the world made their way to King County to
work on farms, at processing plants, and with the railroad and the etxaindustries. The influx of
YS6O2YSNE FdzSt SR | INRgAY I | ANROdzZ (dzNF £ aSO0 2N
population nearly doubled, from 68,989 in 1890 to 110,053 in 1900. It nearly tripled the following decade,
reaching 284,68 in 1910. Much of the growth was concentrated in and around Seattle, which had a
population of 80,671 in 1900 and 237,194 in 1910.

¢Cl RSR alyaizy wSOIFftfta&a 91 NIe& 5L asadigpingliyHild$grihavwrScrapgRook, S 6 & LJI
BgaNBR® bSSt e QatAMImESdltlETiMeH 2 DD, 87X mMdponY HTPD® ! FNRYy {d bS:

¢ 2 Y 2 NIS&atile Tsmesct. 13, 1931: 28.

2 Clarence B. BagleMistory of King County, Washingtovol.ll (Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing 1929),862

%0The Auburn Masonic Temple is extant and located at 10 Auburn Way S. The City of Auburn desigi@ttethindmark in
2002.

31 Duwamish Valley School and Pioneer Association records; 1389, Special Collections Library, University of Washington,
Sedtle.

RGhLRYSNAR 27F 5dzd | YSeathe Timésiuge2R 198IADY A O3 ¢

33U.S. Census Burealyelfth Census of the United States Census Bulletin No. 52: Population of Washington by Counties anc

Minor Civil Division@Vashington, DC, 1901), 4cdessed Sept. 30, 2022.
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With land ownership out of reach or outright forbidden for many new arrivals, leasing a farm or working as a
farm labore was one way to participate in the growing local agricultural economy. For much of the 20th
century, three generations of the Neely family leased the nominated property to tenant farm families who
lived and worked there. Their individual stories illusgréthe broader social, culturgdand economic trends
discussedn the historic contexts beloyas well as the evolution of agriculture in the valley. Importantly, these
family stories demonstrate the rich diversity of the farming community around Auburn.

Ernest and Hannah Galli Family (1908 4)

The first of the immigrant families to lease the Neely property wem®pean immigrant&rnestand Hannah
(Simu)Galli wholived inthe residence from 1908 until 191@igure A23). Prior to this, Ernest worked as a
dairyman at Klineberg Dairy Farm in Thomas, Washington, where he met Hannah who was working as a
domestic cook. Both had recently immigrated to the U.S. Ernest wasHEggiwil, Switzerland, an area known

for its cattle rasing and dairy farmingand Fhnnahwas raised on a farm near Haapaky$aveden. By the time

the couple married in 1908, they were experienced in the business of dairy farming. Leasing an established
farm allowed them to grow theidiary business and to bld capital so they could purchase their own farm.
Presumably the Gallis leased the land with the fruit trees, but it is not known if they harvested the fruit as part
of their farming operation or had other arrangements witte Neelys.

¢ KS DI fHusingds® milRdd AsNdany as 200 cows per day. They hired others to assist in the dairy
2LISNY 0A2yT AyOfdzZRAY3I 9ONYySadiQa oNRUOGKSNI CNBRSNR O]
brother Herman (Simon) Simu also briefly lived at the propdityese hired men lived in small houses on the
LINPLISNII @ o6dzAfd F2NJ FIENY (1 02NBENBP® 91 OK RIFé&xX 9NYyS
KFdzZ Aya G2 . 2NRSyQa /2yRSYaSR aAatl /2YLIlye |Igtl yi
feed for later in the day*

With a successful business and growing family, the Gallis sought to purchase the Neely property and residen
with no luck. Instead, they purchased a farm north of Auburn and ended their lease with the Neelys in 1914.
The ouple had two children, Theodore (1909) and Arnold (1911), while living at the Neely property. Their
daughter Florence (1914) was born after they moved.

Matasuke and Toki Fukuda Family (19PR9)

The Neely farm was then leasedJapanese immigrantdatasuke and ToKNakamurafukudafrom 1915 to

1929 Both family history and public records suggest Matasuke and Toki journeyed separately to the U.S. anc
perhaps traveled back and forth severaltine Ay (G KS SIFINIeé mMdbnnad . 20K gSN
t NEFSOUGdzNBEd al (FadzlS FANRG alFAft SR FNRY Y20S3I W LI
manifest notes that he was married, worked as a farmer, and this was his first tilne t.8., although family
history suggests he may have spent time in California before this. Toki and their three young sons (Sentaro,

https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1900/bulletins/demographic/p@pulationwa.pdfU.S. Census Bureau,
Thirteenth Census of the United States Census Bulletin Population WaslfiNgtsirington, DC, 1911), 12 and 18. Accessed Sept. 30,
2022.https://Iwww?2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1910/bulletins/demographics/3x®ulationwa-compositiorand-
characteristics.pdf

34 Ancestry.com1910 United States Federal Cenglatabase orine]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2006.
¢CKSNBal . Fff3xX aDF tMdivmnQlréY Adtdey LBdzoNNI AGKASARS Yol m/dulzayO NA LJG = LINB LJF NB R
2018), land6.

35 Ancestry.comWashington, U.S., County Marriages, 1&8®8[database odine]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations, Inc., 2014. F £ £ = aDF f £ A CHLIYH &m b oNENI FiyARB Sp ® m b y
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Sanzo, and Manki) remained in Japan. Toki followed a few years later, sailing from Kobe and arriving in
October 1905. Tha KA LJQ&a YI yATFTSad y20GSa (GKAa 61 &8 KSNI FANERIDG
Kdza o YR Cdzl dzRI a | (¥4 (Hisdzan wasyhotdd dath diNflyst rargedviatasuke following his
family name Fukuda, as is common in East Asian cultdresi) sons followed later.

Family recollections suggest Matasuke moved around before settling in Auburn, living in Seattleakierd, Y

and Portland®” However, most ship manifests and birth and census records related to the Fukudas between
1900 and 1920 reference Auburn and Seattle. In about 1915, Matasuke leased the Neely farm where he and
his family worked as dairy farmers managia herd of 80 cows. Several members of their extended family

lived on the property and assistedtime business (figure824 A258& A26A300 & ! G € S ad F 2 dzNJ
children were born during the time they leased the property: Tokiko, Yoshikor&®akud Masako. Their

other U.Sborn children were Daihachi, Haruko, and G#&to.

The lkkudas had maneuvered the increasingly restrictive immigration laws targeting Asians, but they could
not avoid the economic hardship resulting from discriminatory levas targeting Japanese American dairy
farmers in the 1920s. Their dairy business apparently weathered the hardships longer than many, surviving
through at least 1926. They ended their lease and relocated to California in 1929. Some of the familyrsettled
the San Francisco area, while others lived near Los Angeles. During World War Il, the family was among the
hundreds of thousands of Japanese Americans that the federarnment imprisoed. The Fukudas spent

the war years at the Manzanar War Relocat@enter in California.

Shigeichi and Shimano Hori Family (1:9236)

The next family to live at the Neely property wae tHori family Theirstory is similar to that of the Fukudas

and other Japanese American farmers in the valley. Shigeichi Horaisad on a small farm in the Hiroshima
Prefecture of Japan and immigrated to the U.S. by way of Victoria, British Columbia, in 1907. When he
returned to Japan to marry Shimano Otoshi, who was also from the Hiroshima Prefecture, he was working as
farmer in Christopher, just north of Auburn. The couple traveled together from Yokohama, Japan, to the U.S.,
arriving in Seattle on March 11, 1934,

CKS 1 2NA&E ftABSR Ay GKS hQ.NASY YR YSyid I NBlFa Ay
family members, they purchased a herd of cattle and built a dairy business. Like other area Japanese dairy
farmers, the Horis could not overcome the hardships of the discriminatory land laws and the outbreak of
tuberculosis among dairy herds in the valley. Thegtioned off their herd anéquipment and start over.

{ KAISAOKA fF0SNJI NBOIFffSRZ a! 02¢ 2NRAIAYIff& &2NI
years after that to pay off my debts. The Japanese dairy farmers in White River diktmeneabankrupt one
FFOGSNI Fy20KSNI 4G GKS &l YS GAYS FyR F2NJ 4KS &l vys

36 Ancestry.comWashington, U.S., Arriving and Departing Passenger and Crew Lists] 9@ @atabaseon-line]. Provo, UT,
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006.
gdal GF&adzZl S Cdzl dzRIF ¢ 0O0dzyLJdzof AAKSR YI ydzZaAONALIGZ bSSte alyaai;
38 Research notes compiled by the Neely Mansion Associatien} I a4 dzl S Cdz] dzRI ¢ ¢, Nselyzmdioh & K S F
Association collections, n.d.).
3% Ancestry.comWashington, U.S., Arriving and Departing Passenger and Crew Listsl d@database odine]. Provo, UT,
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 200K SN al . I f £ X a1 2 NhoGIO¥A foddzyb BdMaNIABAKBSR  6YM dyt
the Neely Mansion Association, June 20183, 1

4O Flewelling, 61, quoting Ito, 477.
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With little option but to start over, Shigeichi found work with Oregon Life Insurance Company. The Hori family
relocated to the Neely property that had been vacated by theuBiak and was now owned by Aaron Neely,

Jr. (figure A31). The Horis and their five children, Tadao (Jack), Masao (George), Haruko (Mary), Tamaru
(Johnny), and Taruo (Frank), lived in the Nee$tydence and worked the farm fnolate 1929 or early 1930 to

1936. The Horis maintained a small dairy, grew strawberries and rhubarb, and sold cherries, apples, and peal
from the Neelys old fruit trees. They sold strawberries from a roadside stand that was located just west of the
current driveway figure A14.41

Shortly after moving to the Neely property, Shigeichi Hori constructed a furoba (bathhouse) behind the
residence. The twwoom wood building was a typical feature found on Japanese farms in the Green River
Valley. Some farmers even built makeshift commudnedbas under a tent for seasonal farm workers. The
Fukudas reportedly built an earlier furoba on the property of which there is no tratiee families

constructed furobas because the bath is a valued tradition in Japanese culture. Mary Hori Nakaenura la
NEOItftf SR 2F (GKS FTdz2NPOF KSNJ FFGKSNI odzAt Y a2S 62dz
the front room] and then [go into the back room and] get in the tub to soak. The whole family took baths

S @S NE “yHe Bdtidugoba is #only such structure known to still exist in the valley, and it is an

important reminder of daily life and traditional customs in the Japanese American agricultural community.

The Horis left the Neely property in 1936, the same year they lost theirggean Tamaru to meningitis. The
family opened a grocery business, the SH Food Store, in Kent. Shimano died in childbirth in 1940, and the
family lost the grocery business when they were incarcerated during World War Il, first at Pinedale Assembly
Center incentral California and then to Tule Lake Relocation Center in northern California where they spent
three years. Shigeichi remarried and returned to the Auburn area following the war and later moved to Seattl¢
where he died in 1988

Pedro (Pete) andudie Acosta Family (1941989)

Following the HorisAaron Neely, Jnextleased the farm to Pedro (Pete) AcassaFilipino immigrangluring
22NI R 2FNJLLY dzZa&KSNAY3I Ay | ySg SNI Ay (KS LINZLIS
Johnston, and together they lived and worked on the farm until 1888 S ! O2a Gl Tl YA f @ Qa
with the Neely property illustrates thiech contributions of the broader Filipino American community to the
story of agriculture in the Green River Valley.

t SG6SQa LI GK (2 GKS ! o{d FTNRY KAA K2YS Ay ! aay3aly
Philippines, began in 1928 at agé Wwhen he and his brother left to work apineapple plantation on the
Hawaiian island of Maui. They hoped to earn money to send back to their family and to one day bring their
mother and sisters to the U.S. After two years, he migrated to the mainlamdentie worked as a farm

laborer in California. Likely working as a seasonal laborer, he continued northward and in 1935, he worked ol

Nttt Gl 2NR Cl-M®Go6@vEs NMWI HEXBSn OmdH ¢

23 At RNBR ¢l yySNI ! yRNBSaAS G¢KS | 2NRA CdNRsé¢ YAy3d /2dzyde [
Preservation Program), sec. 7, p. 5.

43 Mary Hori Nakamura, aguotedin Andrews, sec. 7, p. 5.

Y oLEET al 2NR Cl-Md6 &8. BricdsiNdcdind 98SUnitedrSpatecpFederal Cenglatabase odine]. Lehi,

UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2022.
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a farm in Grays Harbor County, Washington. In 1940, he and two other Filipino men lived together and worke
as farm labores in the Cedar River district of King County, Washintjton.

Acosta transitioned from a seasonal farm laborer to a tenant farmer when he leased the Neely property in the
early 1940s. Leasing afforded him the opportunity to stay in one place, to emgieysas farm laborers, and

to grow roots and relationships in the community. Pete married June Johnston yhosetsWilliamand
CarolineJohnston owned a tire shop on West Main Street in Auburn that Pete frequented and where he met
June. His marriage tdune, a white woman, reflected a common pattern of interracial marriage among Filipino
men. Their daughter Julie was born in 1946, and she fondly recalls many similar interracial families in rural
south King County and attending school in Auburn with oiiidf similar background.

The Acostas never lived in the Neely residence, but some of thektédomgand seasonal farm laborers did.
Instead, Pete, June, and daughter Julie lived in a small sfraotk house southwest of theain housethat
was builtin 1942 (figureA35). Pete built an addition to the house and remodeled it in 1954 (figAR&&
A3 A

The Acostas grew rhubarb, peas, corn, green beans, broccoli, cabbage, cucumbers, thornless blackberries,
strawberries, apples, pears, and ptias. They were among the first to grow Yukon and Denali potatoes in
GKS grttsSer F2tft26Ay3a tSiSQa GraArld G2 Iy SELSNAY
potatoes to grow in a short farming season. For several years, Pete journeyeaska &b acquire bags of

seed potatoes. They also raised goats, chickens, many varieties of ducks, antf gbesAcostas were

members of cooperative farmer organizations that negotiated with processors and distributors on their
behalf. They participated in the direct farta-market economy, first by trucking their produce to Pike Place
Market in Seattle and thehy selling it at a roadside stand on their leased farm propdupe made sure that

the produce sold in the stand was always fresh right out of the fielgn bartering with neighbors and

networks of friends and family was a common practice. For exargte traded with and bought items from
nearby Muckleshoot tribal members including frestwght salmon and freskill venison’®

Pete and June worked together in managing the farm. As the grower, Pete planted, tended, and tilled the
crops with the asistance of field hands. For those crops requiring seasonal pickers, June served as the field
boss who hired and managed the laborers and kept track of how many flats of berries and sacks of beans thz
they brought in. In 1948 and 1949, June drove thairfakm truck to Pike Place Market where she sold their
produce from a stall (figur&38. She made the trip every day between June and September, while her sister
Betty cared for young Julie back at the farm. In later years, June managed their roadsistfal at the

Neely property, which was frequented by locals and the occasional busload of shoppers from other parts of
King County (figurea45A48. When the Acostas could no longer find enough seasonal help at harvest time,
they opened a kpick businessvhere shoppers picked their own basket of fruit and produce for purchase
(figureA44). June did much of the cooking for family and farmhands during the busy harvest season, while
Pete cooked more during the slower winter months.

45 Julie Acosta, Interview by Sarah Martin, Oct. 11, 2022.Y I 51 @Sy L2 NIi = a! O2-@mthy pCEY AT & b
(Unpublished manscript prepared for the Neely Mansion Association, March 201&n&estry.com1940 United States Federal
Censugdatabase oHdine]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2012.

46 Julie Acosta, Interview by Sarah Martin, Oct. 11, 2022dova, et al139.

47King County TakssessqrProperty Record for parcel n121059011 The house is no longer extant.

48 Davenport, 3.

4% Julie Acosta, Interview by Sarah Martin, Oct. 11, 2022.
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Many extended family mebrers and friends contributed to the farm operation over the years. Those who
lived and worked yeaNB dzy R 2y G(GKS FI NY Ay Of sain@erRd tyRi $§ & SOAT D2
Acosta. Ace also leased property from the Neelys and was an excegéional in his own rightvho sold his
vegetabledo area canneriesincluding the Libby, McNeill & Libby cannery in Ké/tten he had workers

come in to pick the raspberries, blackberries, peas, beans, and cucumbeds? higawivgsaHazel LaRosa

and Lal LaRosa, worked as the field bosses much like June did with%®#eaeturned to live with his family

in the Philippines in the mid970s. Joe worked alongside Pete and Ace and occasionally traveled to Ketchikar
Alaska, to work in the fish canneri€dth men lived in theold Neelyresidence and Ace occupied the portion
that is now the kitchen and dining roarithey kephoming and racingigeons in a small upstairs room of the
residence and they used an old rhubarb shed to keep cocks for sabong i@luink§), a legal sport in the
Philippines but illegdh the U.S2! During the summer and busy harvest periods, family and hired seasonal
laborers descended on the farm to help out. The most laht@nsive harvesting involved blackberries,
strawberries beans, and peas, and Julie recalls as many as 25 laborers working in their five to 15 acres.
Relatives of Pete, including Tony Sapigo and Pat Sapago, lived seasonalfgsiddreceand worked at the
farm year after year. Hired laborers included Mucklesthmen, Mexicans, and even youth on summer break
FNRY a0OKz22f ¢gK2 6SNB 0dzaSR (G2 GKS @grftsSe FTNRY {
322R ONRgRE (2 GKS FINY 620K YdzOK | OGAGAGE | yR

wy U

With the death of Aaron Neely,.Jm1974, property ownership transitioned to his daughteliary Hardin and

her husband Fred. The badly deteriorated Neely residence was fenced off as the Hardins negotiated its fate
with preservatioaminded localsMeanwhile, the Acostas continued to live in their residence and farm the
leased property until about 1989ulie recalled that farmstand shoppers often inquired about the fate of the
fencedoff residence. She and her family had a fromv seat to the effort to save and restore the old
residence.

Auburn Arts Council

The monumental effort of saving thesteriorated Neely residence began with the filing of a National Register
of Historic Places nomination in 1974. Completed by Robert Gaines, Auburn Chamber of Commerce, the
designation made the property eligible for federal rehabilitation funds. The AuBttsnCouncil negotiated

with Mary and FredHardinto acquire it. The Hardins ultimately donated the residetwéhe Arts Council

which then had ® come up with $12,000 to purchase themaininghalf-acre of landin 1978, 12 people eo
signed a mortgage&n to complete the transactiom.he Arts Council formally organized as a 501(c) 3
nonprofit organization in 1979 with the hope of using the Neely residence as a cultural centes &sts and
historic preservation in the community.

Arts Council members who were instrumental in launching the effort to save the Neely Mansion incided
Craig, Aletta Thorn, Effie Weeks, and Hilda MeryHew.y R& WI 01 a2y &aSNIBSR | & (K
Mansion project coordinatofThe Arts Coucil secured funding through the Washington Office of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation (OAHP) and received a grant from King County, both of which required matching

01 T8t owW2Kyazzyo [Fwz2al ¢2N)] SR | & kousinBelkA 4ROda.fHersi§eDkoy A OA | y
OW2Kyazyo [Fw2al @g2NJ SR a | O22]cousidEduaidd | 2@l @ 1 145 ST FyR §
Gladysalso helped in the field#\ce married and retired in 1975, and he and his wife Paula lived wittoh&nFelix and Hazeln
their small farm farther down the valley. Ace died in 1978. Source: Julie Acosta, email correspondence, Jan. 23, 2023.

51 Andrews, sec. 7, p. 5.

52 Davenport, 23. Julie Acosta, Interview by Sarah Martin, Oct. 11, 2022.
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funds.The group organized fundraising initiatives, including an art aucfipnl(19/9), a Christmas Home

Tour (December 1979), and a Haunted House (October 1980 and 1982). The Haunted House, done in
partnership with the Auburn Jaycees and drama students from Auburn High School, was wildly popular. The
1980 event attracted 6,000 visitoower eight nights and raised $9,480.

In 1979, he Arts Counchired architect Art Skolnik to plan and oversee the major rehabilitation préfect.
Skolnik organized the project into three phasasd ultimatelyit would take more than a decade to corepé

the work.The Arts Council and Skolnik saw the completion of mosha$® onewvork, whichincluded site

work, roof replacement, a new foundation, and securing the building envelopgever,the project soon
encountered financial challenges too difficult for the small volunteer group to overcome. Their fundraising
could not keep up with their obligations to match grants and pay off the mortgage. Further complicating the
situation was a stoppage work at the property in September 1981 due to a labor dispute between the
YFEYyF3SYSyid IyR SyLiz2es8Sa 2F GKS ! NLha / %Bwsﬁrmq Qa LJ
1982, the publlc and elected officials were questioning the managementof thJNE 2 S O (i El\leaabdaﬂi 3S3
2F GKS bPmadpZnnn 2F 3I2GSNYYSyd 3IANIyd FdzyRa Kl 0S
2 f R K2TdmicBalbehges even caught the attention of King County Councilman Scott Blair, who was
puzzledb @ GKS O02aiG 2F GKS NBAG2NI A2y LINRP&®ese FyR | a
challenges resulted in King County taking ownership of thedta# parcelZ121059011) on which the

residence sits.

Neely Mansion Association

Out of thisdifficulty emerged a new group of volunteers led by Virginia Haugen who were eager to face these
challenges. Calling themselves the Neely Mansion Association (NMA)tipsofit historical societynerged

with the Arts Council, taking over their assetslassuming their debts. The group incorporated in 1983 for
0KS LJzN1J2 &S 2F GiGKS NBail2NI GA2Yy | yFSeveiNdhned faimedite 2 y
founding Board of Directors: Virginia Haugen, Twila Bartholomew, Pat Berens, Lindar Gkignie Rice,

Mary Tungsvik, and Linda Van Nest.

When the NMA acquired the residence, it was a shell of a house (fig®4a54). The organization finished
phase one construction tasks and gave immediate attention to cleaning and painting the eatdher

residence to show the community that visible progress was taking pldm=NMA raised funds through
grants,fundraisersmemberships, and private donations over several years to complete the remainder of the
work. They continued the Haunted House fundraisers and also hosted Christmas bazaars, holiday teas, and
a2iKSNRa 5 & G Phase tviovdilk includédinst@lithd e mrechanical systems as well as
completing building exterior tasks. Phase three conmgden the early 1990s focused on interior renovation

and finishes. The organization had no historic photos of the interior to reference during renovation, relying
instead on clues within the building as well as research of 1889¢rends. PaHallowell then-NMA

Bl AfRF aSNEBEKSGI a! dzo dzNY  Fudpiibshet Rcayed@iontepts2022.SSt & al yaAz2y

G . dz& A Yy Aubtri G1b@éws ! dz3dza i I ™M pTayalS ay doldd ndnanl Y BAUBYK CHNSEVER K 2
Nov. 4, 1980: A2. Newspaper kppingsin Hilda Meryhew Scrapbook.

Magal yairzy (2 wSa dzyRattle Bastntlliggh@nARALR 19791 8.t S ¢

SabSSte alyaizy LINRP2SOG YI & NBadzySz¢é dzyARSYUGATASR ySgall

%abSSt e -DmAaps i AubuinlGIDIBNWSAPLH S M By HY Y ®LID rdstbr&iontplarifacds Gal y a A
FAYlI YORA I {SattiNBmedMaryw 21882: G @ G ! y LI AR PmMHInann AubdmGlohdyewsApr4b SSt & |
1982: 2.

¢bSSt e NB&G2NI (A 2ufidentiilet hefvspaper&ept dzyfIB2 6.p¢ Eligpings in Hilda Meryhew Scrapbook.

%8 Articles of Incgporation of Neeley [sic] Mansion Association, Aug. 31, 1983.
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president, her daughter Lauridallowell an interior designer, and Lynn Henke, an antique dealer, guided
selections of wall finishes, colors, and fixtures.

The NMA board paid off the $12,000 loan in August 1987, with the final paymentetbbg Joe and Alice
Koch, who had been involved since the Arts Council days. Joe had a special affinity for thed\bszige
becausehis mother a Swiss immigranhadworkedthere asa cook feedinghe crews who worked the farm
and knew the Galli farlyi who lived there in the early 19008.

With much of the major rehabilitation work on the residence complete, the NMA opened a historical display
room inside the residence in 1990. (gohoto of the NMA board during this period, see fig@g5). The
organization also turned its attention to learning more about those who had lived there. Members of the
Neely, Galli, Fukuda, and Acosta families were invited to a centennial celebration on August 20 and %1, 1994
Cherry trees were planted in honor ofdlfamilies who had lived there. It was around this time that the NMA
came to realize that a dilapidated outbuilding was actually a Japanese bathhouse built by former tenants. The
furobawas designated a King County Landmark in 1996. Prior to its rehtdnilita 2015, the NMA partnered

with the King County Historic Preservati@ificeto host a public archaeological excavation at the original
location of thefurobabefore returning it to this location. Led I8WCA Environmenta team of volunteers
complaed the excavation in September 2015 (figuAs6& A57).51

Architecture & Builder

The 1894 Neely residence is a product of the late 19th century Victorian era, a period in American residential
architecture that spans approximately 1860 to 1900. This era of rapid industrialization was fueled by the
expansion of railroads resulting in aiges to American house designs and a proliferation of popular styles
across the U.S., including Second Empire, Italianate, Richardsonian Romanesque, Queen Anne, Stick Style,
Shingle Style. The increasing availability of rpsguced windows, doors, afldings, and ornamentation

through maitorder catalogs brought the extravagance of Victorgaa design to cities, towns, and farms

across the country.

The Neely residences among the oldessurvivingfarmhouses in the Green River Valley @mibodies tle
distinctive physical characteristics of an eclectic and fashiorralsidencebuilt in the late Victorian era. It is

an outstanding example of transitional architecture exhibiting features ottméier ltalianate andater

Queen Anne styles on a squdogk house formwith a balloonframe structure By the time the residence was
complete, the popularity of the Italianate style had largely given way to the Queen Anne style and its many
variations, but geographic location and personal preferences ceyteasulted in eclectic house desigiifie

0 dzA f Referérite3 %o thiJtalianate style include ftgo-and-a-half storysquare, boxy formiow-pitched hip
roof with bracketed eaves; and strong vertical orientation with the 4story entry porch, futheicht square

bay on the side elevation, and tall narrow windows with elaborated crowns. The Queen Anne influence is

¥agbSSte YIyaAazy adzLIBeatNITibsAug.BBLOSR: &. Lindh VArINasy lite&ndew by Sarah Martin,
Oct. 28, 2022.

01 g GKS GAYSZ GKS ba! gl aynfdrs ofttt iHoriXayhily Q thda VaayNase Intérdiedv Yy Sarahi K
Martin, Oct. 28, 2022.

51 No report was produced following the excavation. Although the property has no archaeological sites recorded in the
5SLI NIYSYyid 2F | NOKI S22t 2 JI8AARD/databask,dhé gropRri@isitadticd ze SHNDEH Pis we s/ YiighFisk 2
for archaeological sitesind there are several preontact sites recorded nearby.
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reflected in the elaborate front and side porches as well as the patterned shingle cladding of th&afnogt
gable above the primary entf.

The residence is a rare surviving example of baloame construction, which was commonly used in house
construction fromthe 1880s to the 193Qsvhen standardizetbmberand manufactured nails were readily
availablethanks tomid-19th century indussial advances and railroada. balloonrframe house is built using
dimensional lumberquch a2x4, 2x62x12) fastened with nails, not joinery like earlier timbieame houses
However, m this type of construction, the studs are continuous from foundation to roof, and the floors are
hung upon the studs. Massive edglowth trees that were still in abundance in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries allowed lumber mills teasilymake 20, 24-, or even 3€foot-long framing studs for balloon framing.
By World War llplatform-frame construction (in which each floor is framed as a separate unit) had largely
replaced balloon framing as the preferred method of construcfion

Architectural hisbrians Herbert Gottfried and Jan Jennings ttedlsquare hipped roof form one of the
fundamental house types of the 19th and 20th centuries, a favorite of generations of designers and builders
because it allowed for considerable variation in size, spatgdnization, andtyle.®* A quite fashionable

house like the Neely residence could easily result from this common house form when embellished with
various claddings, bays, dormers, porchasd distinctive roof ridgeboardé KS NXB a4 A Rfagh@S Qa T
centered gable indicates a center hall interior plan, witems located in each corner of the house on both
floors. The Victorian era is very much on display on the interior, which is characteriaddoyal entry high
ceilings and spacious enclosedaoms.

Reportedly Aaron Neely, Srharvested andupplied the lumber for the construction of the residenaad it
wasprocessedakK A & Tl 0 KSNJ 5+ @A R bdayXKerkThafattiedson dant desigiey thelINS a S
residence, and Aarohired Auburnareabuilder and carpenter Dennis Leahyd his assistant George Hulbert

to build thehome. Noprofessionahrchitect is associated with the residenéecording to the familyAaron

was a craftsman with excellent carpentry skills. He built cabinetSiéards and neighbors and helped in the
construction of an area schoolhouge.

BuilderDennis Leahy (1843), a native of New York with Irish heritage, was active as a builder and carpenter
in the Green Rivevalley from the late 1880s to the early 190@dthough his life and career are not well
documented®® His earliest known commission was a fdiset general store building constructed for Dr. Levi
W. Ballard in 1886, the same year that Ballard and his wife Mary platted the Town of Slgégittem). His
store, ornamented with a wooden star in relief on its high fdtemt facade, is no longer extaffigure A21).57
Leahy also is credited with building an impressive-stary residence for Dr. Alexander and Sarah Hughes in
about 1890figureA22.L G gl & € 20F SR | f2y3 | dzodzNy 2 & bBNI K
was demolished in 1998nd last owned by Daisy EricksBiis other known commissions include a residence

62 Virginia Savage McAleste¥,Field Guide to American Houglew York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2017)32834; 348350.

53 McAlester, 3%40.

541bid.,314-315. Herbert Gottfried and Jan Jenningsjerican Vernacular: Buildings and Interiors 1:8260(New York:
W.W. Norton & Co., Inc., 2009), 1672

SaCkFRSR al yaizy ungiéntfiednéwsgpenEiay 6, 39628 Gligping in Hilda Meryhew Scrapbook. Fred
and Mary HardinHistory of the Neely Mansidhooklet], (Neely Mansion Association, 1982, 1

5 Washington Gazetteer and Businessbiory(Seattle, WA: R.L. Polk & Co., 1889), 796; King County, Washington, Census,
1892 U.S. Federal Census, 19@ashington Gazetteer and Business Direc(Bmattle, WA: R.L. Polk & Co., 1901), 432.

57 Clarence B. BaglgMistory of King County, Washtng, Vol. | (Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1929), 713, 716.

%8 White River Valley Museum Collections, photograph catalog no€0B86 and P@0649.
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(ca. 1894) for William Andrews in Stuck, and a hop house (ca. X894) W. Lytts, located on his farm along
the Green Rive?? In addition to his professional activities, Leahy was a charter memi@ddfFellows (IOOF)
Valley Lodge #60, established June 10, 1898.

Historic ContextThe White and Green River Valleys: Transformation in the 19th Century

The White River Vallewl6éo known as the Green River Valleg¥ long been an important place to the
Indigenous peoples who hawghabited the Puget Sound region. This area remtdiershome of the

Muckleshoot Indian Tribeyhose membership is made up of descendants of the Duwamish and Upper
Puyallup people, as well as three bands that occupied the lands of the White and Green rivers watershed in
the mid-19th century, as newly arrivirggttlers staked claims. These bands of Lushootseed speaking peoples
were the Stkamish on the lower White, the Smulkamish on the upper Whitetren8kopamish on the upper
Green’! The fertile valleys and their abundant resourtieat had sustained generains of Indigenous

LJIS2 L)X Sa | G0GNI OGSR ySsO2YSNEX YR 0& mMypp GKS 2KA
the nascent King County.

Early newcomers filing claims in the White River Valley included Henry Adams, arssedl, Moses Kirkland,
Robert Beaty, Enos Cooper, Harvey H. and Elizabeth Jones, John and Nancy Thomas, as well as David and
Neely of Tennesse®.Many of these initial claimants, including the Neelys, chose to settle in fertile lowland
areas and lmng waterways serving as key transportation routes. The Neelys and three young sons, John,
Aaron and Samuel, traveled west on the Oregon and Overland Trails in 1854 as part of a wagon train led by
Alexander Yantis of Missouri. Neely also led the wagain fior part of the journey. The group traveled into
Washington Territory via the new immigration road to Walla Walla and was among the first immigrant trains
to cross the Cascade Mountains via the Naches Pass, a trail long used by the Yakama, Wallaovgttler,

inland tribes!* The pass connected the Yakima Valley east of the Cascades with the gtageBnney Lake

area west of the mountains. The White and Green rivers were only a short distance beyond.

Mainstream histories have traditionally dowmagied or outright ignored the presence of Indigenous people in
accountsofearfRlF @ { SFG0GtS YR YAy3 [/ 2dzyied Ly FFOGz ySs
AK201SRe¢ o0& UKS I NBS ydzYoSNE 27F b lianA®he buddthg LI S f

%BagleyT Mo X T Mc ® & WhHite BaNdJoungDEtSian=¢é my cdon Y H & White Racedidlihahog26,S a T ¢
1894: 7.

0Bagley, 718Leahy and Aaron Neely, Sr., could have known each other through their involvement in the Odd Fellows
organization.

"t Florence K. LentKent: Valley of OpportunifChatsworth, CA: Windsor Publications, Inc., 1990)Alkh J. Steiny ! dzo dzNJy/
¢! ¢ KdzY oy | (HistoryLihkioig DhiBetEncyclopedia of Washington State History, EB&ayl #99).Accessed Sept. 2, 2022
https://www.historylink.org/file/675.

2 entz, 14.

Blentz, 145 GAR | YR 3R20i@r¢daimves ®Eatedadong the east bank of the White River in sections 14 and 15,
Township 22N, Range 4E piresentday Kent.

a + 2t RionéetandDemocradh f @ YLIA L 2 2 ¢8%X {SLII® mc3I wmPiprmeef and @emackal’ Y A 3 N,
[Olympia, WT], Oct. 14, 1852: SharonBoswel] King County Historic Settlement Context, 289Q0(King County Historic
Preservation Program, 20136, 6162. Accessed Sept. 2, 202#tps:// www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/services/home
property/historicpreservation/documents/resources/king_county_historic_context vol_1.ashx?la=en

5 Quote from ColThrush Native Seattle: Histories from the Crossingr Place2d ed.(Seattle:University of Washington

Press, 201) 42 See alsdPatricia Slettvet NoeMuckleshoot Indian HistoAuburn, WA: Auburn School District No. 408, 1980), 24
25
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AYYAINI yG aSGGtSYSyda I NRdzyR YAy 3 ¥Adpki & KES MIS dilf
successes relying heavily on the contributions of Native people, from their mill labor to subsistence
provisions!’ With these increasig interactions came conflicts over the use of land. Territorial Governor Isaac
Stevens sought negotiation through treaties with representatives of Native tribes. Muckleshoot ancestors
were signatories of the Treaties of Medicine Creek and Point Ellia834 and 1855, respectively, which
stipulated that in exchange for large tracts of ceded land they would retain small reservation homelands and
would be free to fish, hunt, and gather the resources in the places they had done so for thousands of years.

A year after settling on a 32fcre Donation Land Claim near preseayKent,5 | AR bSSt &Qa Tl
Seattleamid threats of unrest along the White River that became known west of the Cascades as the Treaty
Wars’® Soon after, on October 28, 1855, Native people attacked farmsteads between pasektent and
Auburn killing nine settlersn early 1856, David served six months with the Washington Terolynteers

Fad F HYR [ASdzi Syl yid Anypany AThEidorKligts tfrdrghbdutNdig ColntyReSukdd @n a /
dark chapter withmore than 60 deathamong both Indigenous and settler populations and half of the White
River Valley settlers selling their claifi$n the aftermath, the Supreme Court of Wasgjion Territory

convicted Nisqually Chief Leschi in the death of Colonel A. Benton Moses. Chief Leschi was hanged at Fort
Steilacoom in 1858. Meanwhile, the Neelys were among the first settler families to return to the valley where
they farmed and particigted in the continued development of the area.

In 1857, the federal government established the Muckleshoot Reservation on land southeast of l@gent
Auburn (figures A‘/A10). As pressure from increasing numbers of settlers gredigenougpeople from

throughout the region moved to the Muckleshoot Reservation. Despite the assurances presented in the
GNBFGASAY aLYRAISYy2dza LIS2LX S FT2dzyR (G KSHEm&EWwa&a OF
being pushed out of their sermomadic seasonal &ttyle that was dependent on shared access to natural
resources and into the wage economy and a system of property ownership. By the 1870s and 1880s, many
Native people were traveling great distances for seasonal work in the developing agricultural ieadiest
sectors. Some even purchased their own tracts of land, as did Samuel Chalemahan, Sr., a Muckleshoot man
who later sold his 14acre tract along the Green River to Aaron and Sarah Néely.

Small farms and trade centers preceded the platting of camities in the White River Valley. According to an
1877 account imMheWestShor& | YI 3+ T AyS 2F (GKS LISNA2RX GKS F2N
has been cleared and cultivated in patches reveals the wealth of what remains in large ateasimiiive

g At RS RPawmikiand railroad development along the White River in the 1880s opened up the valley to
town building. Following the completion of the railroad, tNerthern Pacific had considerable amounts of

land to sell, some of it primewland acreage alongside rivers and streams. Those already living in the valley,

29, 67. A census of Native peoples by George Gibbs in 1854 estimated 50 bands of Skopamidlppeitié&reen River, 8 bands of
Smulkamish on the upper White River, and 30 bands of Stkamish on the lower White River.

6 Matthew W.Klingle Emerald City: An Environmental History of SegMiew Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2687),

"Thrush, 4749.

BC2NJ Y2NB AYTF2NNIGA2Yy Fo62dzi 52yFdA2y [FYyR /fFAYax asSsS w
[ I Y R (Hidtogykink.org Online Encyclopedia of Washington State History, E&3@y1$98).Accessed Seps0, 2022
https://www.historylink.org/File/400

®Lentz, 15.

8 Thrush, 80.

81 A grantee index documentirthe acquisitionof land byindividualNative people in King Couninas120entries recorded
between 1874 and 189King County Archives, Seattle, WA.

Dol & | Gl AYyaz2y> a2 KAUGS wA @S NTheWest gHdreJcR JABT7E1E 2 | A KAy 32y ¢
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including both settlers and some Indigenous people, purchased much of this prime acreage for its agricultura
potential and for access to rivers and crossings. Others sapgdrtunity in town development as the

Northern Pacific advertised its surplus land for sale in promotional materials to prospective buyers on an
international scale, luring immigrants from around the world to the Northwest. Property owners up and down
the valley filed town plats in anticipation of an influx of people and increased development. In 1886, for
example Leviand MaryBallardplatted the Town of Slaughtenamed afterLieutenant William A. Slaughter

who was killed in 1855 during the Treaty Warke settlement nearest to the nominated property

incorporated in 1891 and was renamed Auburn a few years later. It grew into a robust farming community in
the early 20th century, with 600 residents in 1901; 2,000 residents in 1915; and 3,906 reside386 A

Historic ContextAgriculture in theWhite and Green Rivevalleys

¢ KS | NBI QaNattvé rdkidéntS setiledyhh¢ flat, fertile bottomland of the White River Valley and
grew produce largely for their own subsistence. R RS NI f 3I2BSNYYSy i Qa wmycn |
County recorded 73 farmers. By 1870 the number of farmers in King County had grownto 272.

The first specialized commercial crop to be produced in the valley was hops. Early settler Ezra Mehlker and
father Jacob of Puyallup Valley to the south are credited with establishing the hop industry in Washington
Territory in the mid1860s. Within a few years, hop fields were planted in the Puyallup, White River, and
Snoqualmie valleys, as well as Squalleyaear presentiay Issaquah. Behind the enormous growth in hop
production was a seasonal labor force of pickers that included many Indigenous people, as well as white and
Chinese laborers. Demand for cheap labor led some hops farmers to hire Chin&sesior lesser wages

than white and Indigenous laborers, fueling aBtiinese agitation that contributed to the expulsion of

Chinese from the region in the miB80s®* By 1890, Washington farmers were producing nearly 9 million
pounds of hops valued atl$s million while employing some 15,000 people annuélBoon thereafter, the
regional hop industry declined due largely to an aphid that damaged the crop and also to economic challenge
resulting from the nationwide financial panic of 1893. Importaritipse participating in the regional hop

industry had laid a foundation for subsequent farmers pursuing other commercial farming endeavors in the
valley.

Dairy production emerged asl@ading alternativao hopsfor valleyfarmers, particularly with gneing
demand from the nearby population centers of Seattle and Tacoma, as well as the railroad, mining, and
lumber camps throughout the Cascade foothills. Between 1890 and 1900, farmgegeralgrew beyond
subsistence to market production, aided by raéd development and an expanding road netwaskwell as
advances in mechanizatioDuring this same periodhe number of milk cows in King County more than

83 Boswell, 82Washington State Gazetteer and Business Direct®y.. Polk &£0., 1901), 432Vashington State Gazetteer
and Business DirectgrfR.L. Polk & Co., 1915), 48w Sy G4 2y I Yy R ! dzo dzNJBeatded Posthteliggncey Rot.Bizf | G A 2 y
1940: 11.

84 entz, 15Boswell, 85.

Bt NAAOAfT Tl [2y3TX G2KAGS YR blFiABS ! YSNAOIY K2L) WMVOPpENE
(HistoryLink.org Online Encyclopedia of Washington State History, EX&&y 2000). Accessed Sepb, 2022
https://www.historylink.org/file/2746

8/ 8y GKAF bAYasz al 2LJ) HistolyNhk.ofHOnlng Engytlapddia gf WasRinfton Siate History, Essay
#21315, 2021)Accessed Sept. 2, 2024tps://www.historylink.org/file/21315b1 & LJ DNR gAYy 3 ANgw Yolk Zikkgsy 3 2 v
Sept. 10, 1891: 9.
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doubled, and by 1900, King County was the largest producer of milk in Washihgsmore farmes took up

dairy farming and increased their individymbduction, commercial creameriepened in Kent anduburn to
servethe expandingconsumer marketin 1898, the Pacific Coast Condensed Milk Company plant (later the
Carnation Milk Products Companf)X3y SR Ay YSyid FyR 41 a4 KFAfSR Fa
when it employed 250 peopfIn Auburn, the Borden Condensed Milk Company opened in 1903 and by 1909
employed between 75 and 100 people and bought milk products from 250 areafaaigrs®® Japanese
AYYAINryGa O2yGNARO6dzGSR aA3IYyAFAOFLydGfte (2 G§KS | NBI
more detail below.)

Meanwhile, concurrent with the growth of dairy farming, berry and vegetable production in the valley
exparded. Fields between Kent and Auburn grew loganberries, raspberries, blackberries, strawberries,
currants, and boysenberrieas well azelery, cabbage, carrots, beans, and pddany smalscale and
independent farmers formed granges and cooperative ofghnl G A 2y 4% & dz0OK & GKS 2 ¢
Association, in order to keep control of the handling, processing, and distribution of their products, as well as
to pool resources for marketing and to better navigate changing industry standards and keg®druck or
garden farming gained favor as a way for sreadlle farmers to truck their fruits and vegetables directly to
f20Ff YIFENJSGa F2N) alrtSe {SIddftSQa tA1S tfl OS al N
products directlyto consumers and became a destination for generations of valley farmers, particularly during
the truck farming heyday of the 1920s and 1930Qdany area farmers sold produce to the Libby, McNeill &
Libby cannery in Kent, which operated for decades andleyepl hundreds of seasonal workers at a time

including women.

Growing markets and increased production translated to a foesstant need for laborers, especially during
harvest season. Immigrants from Europe and Asia filled much of the labor neealisyodidd produce farmers

in the valley between 1900 and 1920. Those with agricultural backgrounds found a natural fit working on
farms or in the commercial processing facilities. Italians and Swiss joined Germans, English, and Irish in the
farming economyThe largest group of immigrants to the valley during this period came from Japan. As soon
as personal circumstances allowed, aspiring immigrant farmers sought land to lease as a first step in building
farming business. In fact, Aaron and Sarah Neelytlagid descendants leased their farm south of Auburn to a
series of immigrant families throughout the 20th century, including the Gallis (Swiss and Swedish), the
Fukudas and Horis (Japanese), and the Acostas (Filipino). Additional context regardingebttdoired

immigrant groups who leased the Neely propectthe Japanese and Filipinqss provided below.

87 Boswell, 94.

BM.Fal @KSs3 aYSyidz YAy Ihe CohglvygliX¥IE no2@ludeKIROP)IBR v = £
89 No Author, & ! dzd dzNY/ X % Fhé Goaswd. ¥\alyho. §June, 1909): 3B

% Boswell, 94.

Llentz, 4647.
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Brief Overview alapanesémerican Dairy Farmers

Most Japanese immigrants, arriving in the Pacific Northwest beginning around the tiln@ 20th century,

were younger unmarried men from agricultural areas in southern Ja@any were recruited by American

labor contractors to replace Chinese laborers who had been barred byCantese immigration laws and

worked as wage earners in the exttive and farming industries. In 1900, there were 118 Japanese living in

the White River Valley and 3,212 in King County. Many ultimately returned to Japan, and some came back ta
the U.S. with family to build lives and businesses.

However, state anfederal laws and agreements restricted the lives of Japanese immigrants (issei) and their
Americanborn children (nisei). Since statehood in 1888shington State law prohibited Asian immigrants

from becoming U.S. citizemghich barred them from owninghd. The restrictions limited many to leasing

land or purchasing property in the names of others, including their Amehcan children. In 1907, the so
OFrtftft SR DSyiGuftSYSyQa ! ANBSYSyld 060SGs6SSy (GKS ! o{ o |y
immigraion of Japanese laborers, which led to more family immigration and to more Japanese women
immigrating as picture brides, so named because husbands selected them by their photd§raphs.

Despite these discriminatory hurdles, maigpanes@ewcomerssettled into produce farming in aes around

hQ. NASY>S ¢K2YIlI &Y ! dzodaNYyZ YR YSyid® hiKShEurnd2odzy R
dairy farming, although the statip costs ébuying cattle and machinery made it more challenging. In 1910,
there were just 13 Japanesyperated dairies in the White River Vallgys these operations grew in the

bustling regional dairy economy, they provided employment and opportunity for newlyiray Japanese
immigrantsand extended family networks . @ MdpHANXI GKSNB gSNB dayo W LIY
{GF0S aoK2 26ySR ySIENI & pXcnn YAt O2g @#IThee@mBid dp
supplied 50 percent of SedttS Q& Y A Mdre bxogdly mitb mumier of Japanese farms in Washington

State grew from 316 in 1910 to 699 in 1920, with roughly half operating as dairy farms.

The promise of opportunity was short lived for Japanese farmers. Despite the risingersiofldapanese
Americans in King County reached 10,954 by 1920, they were still met with organized discrimfirdaiang

long been the targets of discrimination from labor organizations that considered Japanese Americans a threa
to white farmers and \age earners, Japanese farmers now faced the prospect of losing their businesses and
livelihoods with the discriminatory Washington State Alien Land Law passed in 1921 and 1923. Although
directed against Japanese farmergrieventednon-citizensfrom owning orleasingland in the state Co

sponsored by Representative James T. Jones of Kent and championed by Senator Howard Taylor, whose
district included part of the White River Valley, the law targeted Japanese farmers in the valley. The new
draconian and xenophobic law devastated Japanese farmers, as intended, forcing many out of farming, and
many had to relocate their familiesFurther, the federal Asian Exclusion Act of 1924 implemented strict

92 StanFlewelling Shirakawa: Stories from a Pacific Northwest Japanese American Comautityn, WA: White River
Valley Museum, 200222, 31.a A f RNBR ¢ yy SNJ ! y R @oanly LandnfaRs Redishidtion EainN@Beatfle, WA:
King County Historic Preservation Program), 3eg. 2. U.S. Census Buredtpurteenth Census of the United States Census Bulletin
Population Washingtofwashington, DC, 1921), 5.

% Flewelling 34-35 and 4547.

% Flewelling, 59.

% |bid.

BlhidW2KY Lal2 bAAKAY2ANRI aWFLIySasS CIN¥a Ay 2lan€Ry3d2yE

97U.S. Census Buredepurteenth Census of the United States Census Bulletin Population Wasliig&iington, DC, 1921),
5. Flewelling41-47.

% Flewelling, 7275.
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immigration quotas. The number of Japaneserfain Washington State fell sharply from 699 in 1920 to 246
in 1925. Similarly, the number of Japanese dairy farms fell from 83 in 1920 to 22 iff 1925.

World War Il brought significaonsumerdemand to the agricultural sector along with major labor

shortages. Adding to the shortage in the valley wasfégeral3 2 GSNY YSy i1 Q& F2NOSR NEB)
AYLINA&2YYSYyG 2F WHLIySaS ' YSNAOIya 6K2 6SNB RSSY
with Japan® Throughout the month of May 1942, those &dpanese descent living in the valley were
evacuated and sent to the Pinedale Assembly Center in California before being transferred to Tule Lake, the

A20SNYYSyGiQa fFNBSaAG AyOFrNOSNIGA2y OF YLI F2NJ Wk L

Arguing againstyacuation was Floyd Oles, manager of the Washington Produce Shippers Association, who
warned of dire farm labor shortages in the valley. Indeed, as the last Japanese Americans evacubte&, the
Farm Security Administration announced plans to open a ridgydabor camp northeast of Auburn to
accommodate as many as 75 families who would aid in cultivating and harvestingEvepsschool children
from Seattle assisted in the harvests near Auburn, as part of the Youth Farm Aide Camp. Tremendous
demographiachange and property redistribution resulted from the evacuation. Local newspapers reported
that 60 percent of the redistributed acreage went to local farmers and 40 percent went toasitent
immigrants including Italians and Filipings.

Brief Ovenaw of Filipino American Farmers

Following the SpanisBAmerican War in 1898, the Philippines became a U.S. territory and Filipinos became U.¢
nationals. As a result, they were not excluded along with other Asians from migrating to the U.S. In fact, in th
early 20th century, both the government and private industry enticed Filipinos to the U.S. through programs
that provided funding for Filipino students to study in America (Pensionado Act of 1903) and through contract
work on Hawaiian sugar and pineapplantations and later on California farms. Between 1906 and 1946, for
example, Hawaiian sugar planters recruited more than 125,000 Filipinos to work their fields. Most workers
were young, unmarried men from the Visayas and llocos regions of the PhiBppine

The biggest wave of Filipino migration to Hawaii occurred between 1920 and 1929, with some 73,996 making
the journey. Most Filipinos living in the U.S. in 1930 were in California (30,470); Washington had the second
largest Filipino population (3,480)ith strict immigration laws in effect toward Chinese and Japanese,
Filipinos became the fastegrowing segment of Asian immigrants in Washington. However, their immigration
was significantly impeded in 1934 by the TydimMyDuffie Act, whiclpromised eentual independence to the
Philippines changed the status of Filipinos from nationals to aliens, and limited the number who could
immigrate to just 50 per year. This quota remained in place until 2965.

9 Nishinoiri, 10and 24

100 Executive Order 9066, February 19, 1942; General Records of the Unites Statesr@ateRecord Group 11; National
Archives.

101 Flewelling, 208206.4 ! dzo dzNJ CIF NXY / | YLI (i Seatld I8ngsMayyl7, 2982RAGS 5dBOIdeNgyE [ | 6 2 N.
wSI Reé T2 NJeatti2 Rost@ellifeRcerJune 21, 1942: 6L i Q& G KS . SNNX S Seaffl@ehde ARy df) 10F2dzf  /
Rotogravure section: 1, 26entz, 65.

102 FredCordova, Dorothy Laigo Cordova, and Albert A. Adéitipinos, Forgotten Asian Americans: A Pictorial Essay; 1763
Circa 1963Dubuque, IAKendall/Hunt Pub. Co., 1983718, 1921, 2728. AimaDavenport,6Acosta Family Narrative (1942
1989F @Jnpublished manuscript prepared for the Neely Mansion Associgtianch 2018, 1 CynthiaMejia-Giudicja CA £ A LIA Yy 2
' YSNX O y a (HstgryLinkorgiDilliheEhcyclopediatsashington State History, Essay #409, )988cessedept. 2, 2022.
https://historylink.org/File/409
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Filipinos began moving into the Green Rivelidyain the late 1920s. Finding work during the 1930s Depression
was difficult and mostly loypaying, and moskilipinas livingin King Countyorked as farm laborers, railroad
workers, food processing plant workees)das laborers in thextractive industriesiround Seattle. They faced
heightened discrimination and hardship when jobs were scarcer, particularly frorA\aiain labor groups. For
agricultural laborers, work was grueling and seasonal which meant moving frequently to find work, working
multiple jobs, and living in bunkhouses, shacks, or boxXfars.

Like the preceding generations of immigrant farm workers, newcomers sought contract work and leases as
first steps in building a farming business. Pwar tenant farmers faced many of the same challenges as
earlier generations, including labor shortageslavorking cooperatively with fellow farmers to negotiate with
processors and distributors. They also faced new challenges, among themagrosilley landscape that

was transforming to attract more industrinnexation and infrastructure projece&nablel tremendous

growth, thusincreasindand values and taxdhat made plantingacreagemore costly for smalkcale

producers Filipino farmers and other smaitale producers navigated the changing agricultural economy
through a mix of cooperative businesglling produce directly from the farm to consumers at local markets,
and even bartering. Some took second and third jobs to make ends meet during slower seasons.

Important to the survival of Filipino tenant farmers were their strong family ties andhoamity networks.
Interracial marriage was common among Filipino men given the immigration restrictions and the small
numbers of unmarried Filipino women who migrated to the U.S. The result was a variety of blended families ¢
Filipinos who married Japanededigenous peoples, Hispanic, and white and Black Americans. These diverse
Filipino American communities set down roots throughout the Puget Sound region. Cultural and community
clubs formed in Seattle, Tacoma, Bainbridge Island, and Algona in soutBidinty®* These extended

networks of family and friends grew strong bonds to sustain each other during challenging times.

Postwar Change Impacts Farmers

Following World War Il, infrastructure projects and annexation transformed the valley from munlagal
center to a hub for industryThe Valley Freeway (\WI&7) was under construction by 1957 and would
ultimately connect Auburmvith Kentand Renton to the north via a fod&ne highwayCloser to the Neely
property, the State of Washington desigedtSRL8 a state route in 1964 and realigned and expanded the
roadway. The project took a portion of Neaywned farm fields (figures A12 & A18®ponstruction of
Interstates 5 and 405 was also underway during this pesiadiwould provide important regiorlaconnections
for south King CountyThe completion of the Howard Hanson Dam in 1962 brought reliiltey residents,
farmers, and business owners alike, who had long been plagued by floddatgp furher enticed industry to
the valley, most notablfrhe Boeing Company, which spurred sifglaily residential growthGovernment
financing through the Federal HousiAgministration and the Veterans Administratioesulted insuburban
residential development all over King County

King County voters @he 1950s and 1960s favored incorporating communities and annexing new areas into
their jurisdictions in order to better control developmeitistablished communities like Kent (incorporated
1890) and Auburn (incorporated 1891) annexed outlying areas n@im boundaries, while others became
newly incorporated, such &ellevue (1953Normandy Park (1953Medina (19%), Des Moines (1959),

103Cordova, et al, 41. CynthidejiaD A dzZRA OA X G CAf ALY 2 ! YSNRAOIya Ay {SFHddt S
W AYRE | 2f RSY 1 OR @S¢ ¥ B A BHisbrif sid@gNIhlihe Ecyclopedia of Washington State History,
Essay #114Q 2015).Accessedct. 18, 2022https://historylink.org/File/11140
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Mercer Island (1960), and Lake Forest Park (19&1th landscapes changing all around thema#-scale
farmers were impacted through increased land values and fewer available acres t&farm.

The rapid change coincided with the formation of citized organizations that emphasized collecting local
history and preserving places. For example, the WhiterRi&orical Society organized in the 1950s. The
Auburn Arts Council and its successor the Neely Mansion Association focused efforts in the 1970s and 1980
on saving and renovating the Neely residence. Meanwhile, public concern for rapidly diminishitapnéEm
LISF{1{ SR AY MdpTd 6KSY YAy [/ 2dzyie @G20SNR | dziK2NAT S
t NEANI YO LY mMpypI FADSS | ANROdz GdzNF £ t NBRdzOGA2Y 5
including one in the Upper Green River Aalleat stretches from the former Neely property southeast to
Enumclawt0®

Summary

The Neelyjrarmhas an incredibly rich history that reflects sevesighificantthemes in the greater story of the
Green River Valley. It has withessed the mixing ofjembhus and settler cultures, development brought by
everchanging transportation networks, contributions of immigrant tenant farmers, and cHzeefforts to
preserve and document this placéhe residence, furoba, and farm sheds well as the surrouting farmland

¢ are important physical manifestations of these themes and embody the stories of those who have called the
property home.

105BOLA Architecture + Plannindid-Century King County: A Context Statement on-Ptmt Residential Develep
ment, 2017, p.7. Accessed onlinBec.22, 202. https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/Mid
CenturyKingCounty ResidentialContextStatement_ 201 7Speif> Wiite River Valley (King Courttyyhumbnail Hitory.€

WyAy 3 [/ 2dzyGeY aCHENNEFYR t NBAaSNBIFGA2Y t NPINIYZégSoarlSo
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/dnrp/wlr/sectiongprograms/ruratregionatservicessection/agricultureprogram/farmland
preservationprogram.aspx
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X _State Historic Preservation Office
requested) Other State agency
X __previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register X Local government (King County Historic Preservation Program)
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # X Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository: Neely Mansion Association, Inc.

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  1.13 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2 4
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Or Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 47.300387° -122.177619° 3

Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude
2 4

Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The nominated property includes these two parcels (see figure A4) located in unincorporated King County,
Washington:
1 212105-9011: 0.5 acres; land owned by King Co.; improvements owned by Neely Mansion Assaoc., Inc.
T 212105-9156: 0.63 acres; land and improvements owned by Neely Mansion Assoc., Inc.

They are described as follows, according to King County Online Parcel Data:

212105-9011 (0.5 acres): POR NW 1/4 STR 21-21-05 DAF: BEG AT N QTR COR SD SEC TH N 89-16-14 W
ALG N LINE SD NW QTR 289.45 FT TH S 00-30-05 E 34.50 FT TO INTSN WITH CURVE ON S MGN
AUBURN-BLACK DIAMOND RD #1563 & TPOB (RADIAL CENTER OF SD CURVE BEARS S 08-24-28 E
328.11 FT) TH CONTG S 00-30-05 E 184.09 FT TH S 89-53-55 W 133.45 FT TH N 00-30-05 W 135.38 FT TO
SD S MGN SE 336TH ST TH N 62-26-10 E 32.91 FT TO PT OF CURVE (RADIAL CTR BRG S 27-33-50 E
328.11 FT) TH ALG SD CURVE & S MGN ARC DIST 109.70 FT SUBTENDING CENTRAL ANGLE OF 19-09-
22 TO TPOB -- AKA LOT "A" AS DELINEATED PER KING CO LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT NO 8705016
RECORDING NO 9102200617
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212105-9156 (0.63 acres): POR NW 1/4 STR 21-21-05 DAF: BEG AT N QTR COR SD SEC TH N 89-16-14
W ALG N LINE SD NW QTR 219.45 FT TH S 00-30-05 E 30.00 FT TO TPOB BEING PT ON S MGN
AUBURN-BLACK DIAMOND RD #1563 TH CONTG S 00-30-05 E 257.25 FT TH S 89-53-55 W 203.45 FT TH
N 00-30-05 W 70.00 FT TO SW COR PARCEL CONV TO KING CO UNDER REC NO 7903010831 TH N 89-
53-55 E 133.45 FT ALG S LINE SD KING CO PARCEL TH N 00-30-05 W 184.09 FT ALG E LINE SD KING
CO PARCEL TO INTSN WITH CURVE ON S MGN AUBURN- BLACK DIAMOND RD #1563 (RADIAL
CENTER SD CRV BEARS S 08-24-28 E 328.11 FT) TH ALG SD S MGN & CRV TO RIGHT HAVING RADIUS
328.11 FT THRU CENTRAL ANGLE 09-08-14 ARC DIST 52.32 FT TO PT OF TANGENCY TH S 89-16-14 E
17.82 FT ALG SD S MGN TO TPOB -- AKA LOT "B" AS DELINEATED PER KING CO LOT LINE
ADJUSTMENT NO 8705016 RECORDING NO 9102200617

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The nominated property encompasses all the property that is currently associated with the former Neely
residence as well as the extant contributing resources that are used by the Neely Mansion Association, Inc. It
is approximately 1.13 acres.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Sarah J. Martin, consulting historian for Neely Mansion Association, Inc.

organization SJM Cultural Resource Services, LLC date May 2023
street & number 3901 2" Ave NE #202 telephone (785) 342-1665
city or town Seattle state WA zip code 98105

e-mail SarahMartinCRS@gmail.com
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

1 Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. (See A2, A3)
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all photographs to this

map. (See A5 & A6)
Continuation Sheets

=A =4

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Figure A1Map of King County region, with star showing location of Neely property, 2022.
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Figure A2USGS Topographic Map, Auburn Quadrangle, 2020
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Figure A3USGS Topographic Map, Auburn Quadrangle (partial), 2020.
Point data: Latitude7.300387° / Longitude122.177619°
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Figure A4 Aerial image oproperty, current sitePar@l nos. 212105011 and 2121089156.
Nomination boundary outlined in yellow.
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